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Newsletter of the Smoky Ridge Homeowners Association

Smoky Ridge Homeowners Association Board of Directors and Associa Contact

The following people are volunteering to serve on the Smoky Ridge HOA board of directors: 

Ken Cruise, President
Dave Quackenbush, Director
Mike Carnevale, Secretary/Treasurer
Dennis Myers, Director 
Natasha Selwyn, Director
Steven Hart, Director
Janet Clark, Director

The Smoky Ridge HOA management company is Colorado Association Services, AAMC® – an 
Associa Company.  Our property manager at Associa is Garris Mills. Garris can be reached at:  303-
232-9200 (office) or 303-962-1645 (Direct). His e-mail address is: GMills@associacolorado.com.  The
address of Associa is 14142 Denver West Parkway, Suite 350, Lakewood, CO 80401.  Billing issues, 
covenant violation, nuisance complaints and other concerns should be sent to Garris Mills. 
    
Gardening and Lawn Tips

Spring has finally sprung – after a fitful start with warm temperatures interspersed with cold and snow.
April was one of the driest on record and we had some very cold temperatures that froze young buds 
on trees and bushes. These spring temperature fluctuations along with a hard freeze on October 8-9, 
2019 have stressed trees and shrubs in the neighborhood.  This is not good news…Some woody 
plants in your yard may be dead.  If they have not leafed out by June 15th, they should probably be 
removed but it is best to check with a licensed arborist.

Now is the time to apply fertilizer to your lawns, flower gardens and trees.  This is also a great time to 
aerate your lawn to loosen the soil enabling fertilizer and water to penetrate deeper into the ground. If 
you had weeds in your lawn last summer, now is a good time to apply broadleaf weed killer (Do Not 
Use Roundup®) to your grass areas.  Proper watering and fertilizing will help your grass grow thick 
enough to choke out many weeds.  Your sprinkler system should already be activated and all sprinkler
heads properly adjusted.

Fence Replacement Update

You have probably noticed that the first phase of the fence replacement along East Crestline Circle 
west of South Himalaya Street and East Progress circle west of South Himalaya are nearly 
completed.  The Board would like to complete the next phase of the project later this year but there 
are other maintenance issues that also need attention in the short term. There are large dead and 
dying trees in the HOA right-of-way along Himalaya and elsewhere that need to be removed, sprinkler
controllers that need to be replaced, and sprinkler repairs that need to be completed.  The Board is 
waiting to see how much money we have available after the July dues have been paid before the 
Board decides when to fund the next phase of the fence project. 
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HOA Dues

Property dues are the only revenue our HOA has for repairs to our common areas, snow 
removal, landscape maintenance, and funding capital improvements like our fence project.

Nearly all our members are current with their HOA dues. However, there are some who are currently 
in delinquent on their payments. These homeowners have been sent letters informing them that they 
are being charged late fees and interest for being late or for not making their payments.  Liens have 
been placed on some of these properties and the HOA’s attorney has sent foreclosure notices to 
several property owners who have not made any attempts to honor their contractual payment 
obligations.  HOA dues, like utility bills are obligations that must be paid.  Actions such as property 
liens and foreclosure actions are handled by our HOA attorney and the homeowner is responsible for 
paying all late fees, interest accruals, attorney fees and court costs. All of these costs are additional 
expenses that could be avoided by paying your fees on time. 

The Smoky Ridge HOA Board understands that some property owners may experience financial 
hardship from time to time. If you are having trouble paying your HOA fees, please be proactive and 
contact Garris Mills at Associa.  In the past, the board has approved payment plans and, in some 
cases waived accrued interest charges.  If you find yourself in a financial situation, you must contact 
us so that we can work with you. 

 HOA Covenants and Bylaws  

Our HOA has covenants to protect our property values and maintain the character of our 
neighborhood.  Homeowners are obligated to keep their yards tidy, free of weeds, trash, and other 
unsightly nuisances.  Our covenants have not changed in decades and should have been presented 
to new owners prior to or during the loan closing process. 

Architecture Control Compliance

Our HOA has an Architectural Control Committee (ACC) that approves almost everything that a 
homeowner in our community could do outside of their home that could be seen from the street or 
their neighbors’ yards.  ACC requirements are presented in the Smoky Ridge HOA by-laws as 
amended and can be found on the Smoky Ridge HOA web page.  If you will be doing any 
improvements to the outside of your house, go to the Smoky Ridge web site 
https://www.smokyridge.org/acc.html and complete the ACC form and submit it to Associa for review 
by the ACC Committee.  Some examples that require ACC approval include: window, front door, 
garage door, and roof replacement; exterior painting; new fences and fence replacement; installation 
of sheds and pergolas; patio covers; home additions; concrete replacement; and changes to your 
landscaping.

We’re here to serve you! If you have any suggestions, complaints, or would like to volunteer to
serve your community, please feel free to contact Ken Cruise (gndydancer@gmail.com), Dave 
Quackenbush (dequackenbush@gmail.com) or Mike Carnevale (mike@carenviro.com). 

All Smoky Ridge homeowners are invited and encouraged to attend the monthly HOA Board 
meetings. Check the Smoky Ridge web site, Next Door or Town Square for meeting location, 
dates and times.
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